stirred at 70°C overnight. The aqueous layer is extracted with ethyl acetate (4x) and the combined organic portions were dried over magnesium sulphate. The solvent is removed under reduced pressure and the brown oil was purified by column chromatography to afford 5 as a brown oil, (17 mg, 17%) . 1) TMSBr, CH 3 CN, RT, overnight 2) MeOH, RT, 1h A solution of 4 (60 mg, 0.165 mmol), trimethylsilyl bromide (68 L, 78 mg, 0.512 mmol) in anhydrous acetonitrile (0.8 mL) is stirred at room temperature overnight. The ethyl bromide by-product, the excess of trimethylsilyl bromide and the solvent are evaporated under reduced pressure. The reaction mixture is then hydrolyzed with an excess of methanol at room temperature during 1h. The solvent is evaporated to afford 7 as a brown oil (51 mg, 100%). A neat mixture of diene 1 (300 mg, 1.58 mmol) and diethyl acetylenedicarboxylate (759 μL, 805 mg, 4.73 mmol) is vigorously stirred at 120°C in a pressure tube overnight. The reaction mixture is directly purified by column chromatography to afford 9b as a yellow oil (233 mg, 41 %). A solution of 10b (45.8 mg, 0.13 mmol), trimethylsilyl bromide (52 μL, 60.7 mg, 0.40 mmol) in anhydrous acetonitrile (1.2 mL) is stirred under reflux. The ethyl bromide by-product, the excess of trimethylsilyl bromide and the solvent are evaporated under reduced pressure. The reaction mixture is then hydrolyzed with an excess of methanol (6 mL) at room temperature during 1h. The solvent is evaporated to afford 11b as an orange oil (29.4 mg, 76 %). 195 3.190 3.186 3.164 3.159 3.154 3.150 3.145 3.134 3.130 3.124 3.103 
